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Major housebuilders ditch plastic as they replace material with
mushrooms, seaweed and bamboo

Log in

The building trade produces 50,000 tonnes of plastic waste each year, 40 per cent of
which is sent to landfill

By Helena Horton
15 November 2020 + 7:00pm

New builds will have insulation made of mushrooms | CREDIT: Changing Streams

Major housebuilders are set to ditch plastic as they replace the wasteful material with
mushrooms, bamboo and seaweed.

The construction sector is the second largest producer of plastic waste in the UK, after

packaging. It creates 50,000 tonnes of plastic every year, 40 per cent of which goes to
landfill.

Now, a new industry group, Changing Streams, has been set up, so property chiefs can work
with scientists to enable them to build more sustainable housing.

One of the URK’s largest housing providers, Your Housing Group, which owns over 28,000
homes across the North West, Yorkshire and the Midlands, has signed up and aims to swap
plastic materials for biodegradable alternatives.

Simple swap-outs include using Mycelium (Mushroom) based cavity insulation, as well as
hemp. These natural materials perform the same function as plastic-based insulation but are
natural and biodegradable.

The company will also use plastic-free paint, as well as specially-formulated paint that
absorbs carbon dioxide from the atmosphere.

Other options being considered include bamboo used for scaffolding and some house
structures, as well as seaweed which can be used in place of wood.

Housebuilders have been invited to work with the new non-profit group, founded
by construction entrepreneur Neal Maxwell, alongside Dr Gareth Abrahams and Professor
Jonathan Sharples from the University of Liverpool.

Dr Abrahams, co-founder and architect from the University of Liverpool’s School of
Environmental Science, added: “The plastic epidemic is continuing at an alarming pace and
it’s vital we raise awareness of the issues and the impact it is having on the global ecosystem.

“As part of the partnership, Your Housing Group will be able to collaborate with extensive
knowledge platforms within the University, as well as the development of a bespoke research
and action plan to reduce plastic usage.

“We have exciting research and development plans in the pipeline, from the creation of an
accreditation system based on commitments and actions used to remove plastic from design
and construction processes, to research strategies used to explore and develop sustainable
plastic free-and plastic reduced materials. We need more progressive businesses like Your
Housing Group to join us and help engage, support and fund the research and innovation to
ensure we can accomplish real change.”

Almost a quarter of all plastic made in the UK is created by the construction industry, and the
group hopes to rapidly reduce this by recruiting housebuilders.

Brian Cronin, chief executive of Your Housing Group, said: “Your Housing Group is
committed to working effectively and efficiently to build quality houses and play our part in
solving the national housing crisis, but we want to do so in a sustainable way.

“The work that Changing Streams does is inspiring and firmly aligns with our core values of
passion, pride, creativity, and accountability. With the support of Changing Streams Your
Housing Group will take steps to significantly reduce our use of plastic so that we can help
drive positive change within our sector and build houses that not only create communities
but help protect the future.”

Mr Maxwell, who has worked in construction for 30 years, founded the group after travelling
to Arctic and seeing that plastic had even made an impact in remote areas.

He said: “We used to use asbestos throughout our industry before we knew the damage it was
doing to our lungs. We know the damage plastic is doing to our planet and other species. Isn’t
now the time to do something about the problem?”

Related Topics L 4 f 0V =

Climate change, Plastic, Pollution, How to live now

Advertisement

More stories

How have the Good Luvvies got away with wishing death on Trump?

2 Travel latest news: Britons await quarantine rule shake-up following months of holiday
chaos

aab#s World record holder Eliud Kipchoge dethroned as Shura Kitata sprints to men's London
%" ® Marathon title

\WHITEHA.l Broken Civil Service 'full of urban metropolitan thinkers'

o i@ Pentagon seeks to dampen speculation after doomsday planes take off following Trump's
coronavirus diagnosis

/7 How many coronavirus cases have there been in your area? Use our tool to find out

More from News

Live Coronavirus latest news: '‘Game Live Travel latest news: Holiday Live Politics latest news: No more
changing' Oxford vaccine shows promising  bookings surge for 2021 as hopes for vaccine lockdowns after Christmas, Sage scientist
immune response in older adults grow suggests

By Jamie Johnson By Tom Mulvihill By Catherine Neilan

19 Nov 2020, 10:55am (P 19 Nov 2020, 10:50am (P 19 Nov 2020, 10:49am P

— CC
h - | ran ~al c

Family gatherings at Christmas will 'throw  Oxford v Pfizer: how costs and logistics Oxford Covid-19 vaccine Q&A: what do the
fuel on the fire' of the pandemic says Sage could still see Oxford's vaccine win out results show so far, and what happens next?
adviser

By Jamie Johnson By Sarah Knapton By Jamie Johnson

19 Nov 2020, 10:20am 19 Nov 2020, 10:19am (7 19 Nov 2020, 10:16am

More from The Telegraph

Donald Trump: I feel better and I'll be back  Arsenal vs Sheffield United, Premier President Donald Trump in hospital with
soon, president says in video from hospital League: live scores and latest updates coronavirus - what it means for the US
election

Departing Woman’s Hour host Jenni Murray Leeds United excel themselves once again Is the UK heading for a second national

in scathing attack on BBC as she reveals with breathless 1-1 draw against Manchester lockdown? The latest Covid rules as they are
Brexit ban City updated

@The @@]@g‘m@b Follow uson: |3 Y & in @ Baktotop ~

Contact us About us Rewards

Reader Prints Branded Content Syndication and Commissioning
Guidelines Privacy Terms and Conditions
Advertising Terms Fantasy Sport Black Friday

UK Voucher Codes Betting Offers Modern Slavery

Manage Cookies

© Telegraph Media Group Limited 2020



https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/helena-horton/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/all-sections#news
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/climate-change/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/plastic/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/pollution/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/how-to-live-now/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/10/03/have-good-luvvies-got-away-wishing-death-trump/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/10/04/travel-quarantine-news-turkey-greece-italy-airport-testing-uk/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/athletics/2020/10/04/london-marathon-2020-live-elite-virtual-race-winners-updates/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/10/03/uk-civil-service-broken-says-whitehall-reform-minister/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/10/03/pentagon-seeks-dampen-speculation-doomsday-planes-take-following/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/10/04/covid-19-cases-my-area-near-me-postcode-coronavirus/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/science-and-disease/coronavirus-news-covid-lockdown-end-pfizer-vaccine-update/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/11/19/travel-news-quarantine-uk-restrictions-corridor-ban-spain-covid/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2020/11/19/boris-johnson-news-jeremy-corbyn-brexit-latest-scotland-lockdown/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/11/19/family-gatherings-christmas-will-throw-fuel-fire-pandemic-says/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/0/oxford-v-pfizer-vaccine-what-difference-costs-logistics-work/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/11/19/oxford-covid-19-vaccine-qa-do-results-show-far-happens-next/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/10/03/donald-trump-feel-better-back-soon-president-says-video-hospital/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/football/2020/10/04/arsenal-vs-sheffield-united-premier-league-live-scores-latest/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/10/04/donald-trump-positive-coronavirus-covid-hospital-us-president-election/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/10/03/departing-womans-hour-host-jenni-murray-scathing-attack-bbc/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/football/2020/10/03/leeds-united-vs-manchester-city-premier-league-live-score-latest/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/10/04/lockdown-second-wave-new-uk-covid-rules-national-boris-update/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/coronavirus/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/technology/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/lifestyle/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/style/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/contact-us/
https://corporate.telegraph.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/rewards/
https://telegraph.newsprints.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/branded-content/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/syndication/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/editorial-and-commercial-guidelines/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/privacy-and-cookie-policy/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/terms-and-conditions/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/advertising-terms-and-conditions/
https://fantasyfootball.telegraph.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/black-friday/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/vouchercodes
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/betting/free-bets/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/modern-slavery-statement/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/11/15/major-housebuilders-ditch-plastic-replace-material-mushrooms/#

