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I work on qualitative studies embedded in clinical trials, which typically involve analysing audio-recorded trial consultations and patient and health professional interviews, to identify challenges that health professionals encounter in communicating trial methods and concepts. Since my maternity leave ended in March I’ve been working from home, and the interviews I’ve done have been by telephone. My husband started his period of shared parental leave at the start of the first lockdown, which meant that I would be working from home with one major but wonderful distraction – my lovely baby boy! He has recently started nursery but in some of the telephone interviews I’ve listened to since, I can hear him quietly in the background, giggling and shouting with his Daddy. This year has been challenging but it has also presented me with additional opportunities to be nearer to my family that I would not have otherwise had.
