
Researching Crisis and Change in
Human Geography MA

COURSE DETAILS

Full-time: 12 months
Part-time: 24 months

KEY DATES

Apply by: 29 August 2025
Starts: 22 September 2025

Course overview
This course will provide you with the research skills to develop
into a future researcher through an ESRC accredited
programme of research training designed around the discipline
of human geography. It aims to provide an advanced level of
understanding of geography and will give you the tools to
become an advanced independent researcher, able to
develop, design and execute academic research projects.

INTRODUCTION

This programme will provide advanced training in geographical thought and analysis.
Students will gain postgraduate level expertise on Human Geography research, with a depth
and breadth that corresponds to master’s-level accreditation.

The course is roughly delivered in three sections. The first part of the course will deliver core
research skills training required in order for ESRC Research Training Accreditation. This is
delivered in combination with Planning staff in the Department, but also in combination with
students studying in Sociology. It provides a bedrock of essential research skills which can
also qualify students to complete a doctoral research project if they wish.

The second part of the course (60 credits) will provide specific training in Human Geography.
You will learn about different aspects of the discipline that correspond to the specialist
knowledge of staff, both in the Power, Space and Social Change cluster as well as also in
related human geography subfields. You will also learn in more depth about the ways in
which geographers apply theory to their work, and the way in which they can use an array of
methods to engage with research participants, policy-makers and communities. In this part
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of the course students will also have the chance to take mini-modules in sociology, which
overlap generatively with the geography course.

Finally, you will also undertake a 60 credit dissertation. This piece of independent research
will allow you to apply the skills developed during the taught components of the research
and to focus on a topic of interest to you.

WHAT YOU'LL LEARN

Learn the required skills to design effective research projects at a postgraduate level
Gain a range of appropriate techniques to conduct social science research at a

postgraduate level
Develop a thorough understanding of relevant theories appropriate to their studies
Grow your analytical skills in order to allow advanced data analysis to take place
Develop and demonstrate your research skills through developing a research project
Meet the ESRCs Framework for Postgraduate Training and Development in Social Science

Research.

ACCREDITATION

This course is accredited by the Economic and Social Research Council – the UK’s largest
funder of economic, social, behavioural and human data science.



Course content
Discover what you'll learn, what you'll study, and how you'll be
taught and assessed.

SEMESTER ONE

In your first semester, you will be introduced to academic debate about knowledge
producting and methods within social sciences, relationships between power, space and
cultural change in relation to themes linked to crisis and change, and analysis of social
survey data. You’ll explore the politics and practices of social research through
understanding the roles, contexts and limitations of social science.

You’ll also be shown the statistical programming language R, get a good understanding of
research methods, and learn to anonymise data.

Optional modules offer you the chance to learn the theory and practice of Critical Discourse
Analysis and the analysis of visual data.

Please see below for semester one modules. Select the next tab to view semester two
modules.

COMPULSORY MODULES

QUALITATIVE RESEARCH METHODS (ENVS441)

Credits: 20 / Semester: semester 1

This module is intended to explore qualitative research methods in a holistic manner;
moving from research philosophy, through design to individual research methods and
analysis. The module covers a range of qualitative research methods through a mixture of
lectures and workshops. In undertaking this module students will consider how research
design and individual research methods need careful selection to suit the specific research
problems or questions under investigation.

CRISIS AND CHANGE IN HUMAN GEOGRAPHY (ENVS434)

Credits: 15 / Semester: whole session

The module examines the dynamics between space, power and culture through drawing
upon topics denoting crisis and change in human geography. Drawing on academics’
specialist expertise, students learn about space and power through different themes
including migration, land, labour, gender and sexuality. Themes can change according to
ongoing crises, topical issues, and debates in the discipline – each taught session allows us
to focus on one pertinent field of study in the discipline.



UNDERSTANDING SOCIETY USING QUANTITATIVE METHODS (SOCI503)

Credits: 20 / Semester: semester 1

This module looks into the rationale and practice of analysing numerical data, largely
derived from survey research, and the use of such data to understand the social world. It
covers a range of skills from basic univariate and multivariate analysis techniques, to a
consideration of the potential insights offered by longitudinal datasets and their analysis.

PHILOSOPHY OF SOCIAL SCIENCE (SOCI505)

Credits: 20 / Semester: semester 1

SOCI504 is a module that introduces students to academic debates about knowledge
production and method within sociology and the social sciences. The module is structured to
provide an insight into the historical debates about the relationship between method and
knowledge and how they inform the development and transformation of the social sciences.

Any optional modules listed above are illustrative only and may vary from year to year. Modules may be
subject to minimum student numbers being achieved and staff availability. This means that the availability
of specific optional modules cannot be guaranteed.

SEMESTER TWO

Your second semester will give you a stronger understanding of the links between theoretical
issues you’ll learn in other modules and the work you will do on your dissertation project in
semester three. You’ll also be introduced to the latest debates, current thinking, and research
on Human Geography.

The flexible approach to optional modules mean you will get the opportunity to learn
statistical techniques for handling spatial data, explore the health dimensions of our
environmental relationship, or deepen your understanding of researching and data
gathering.

Students must select 15 credits of optional modules, other ENVS or Social Sciences module
may be taken with agreement from the Programme Director.



COMPULSORY MODULES

RESEARCHING CRISIS AND CHANGE IN HUMAN GEOGRAPHY (ENVS489)

Credits: 15 / Semester: semester 2

This module will provide students with an understanding of how research is undertaken in
qualitative Human Geography. Through weekly discussions, you will explore some of the ‘real
world’ challenges of undertaking research, from gaining access to participants, through to
the ethical challenges of doing your research. This will help you reflect on develop the
research skills you will use during your dissertation. Assessment is in the form of two pieces of
coursework: a policy brief designed to present complex ideas to a non-academic audience
(an NGO, government official etc.), and a research proposal for the dissertation which will
take place over the summer.

THEORISING HUMAN GEOGRAPHY (ENVS416)

Credits: 15 / Semester: semester 2

This is the core theoretical course for all students on a Human Geography Masters
introducing students to the latest debates in the discipline. It is taught through a series of
staff-led seminars with pre-set readings and assessed through a 4000-word essay through
which students identify the session closest to their individual research interests and agree a
topic with that member of staff who provides formative guidance and feedback. This
enables students to undertake an in-depth piece of work at master’s level on the topic that
most interests them, and which they may go on to study in more detail later should they
undertake doctoral studies. A formative essay plan submission helps support students in the
development of their essay.

CRISIS AND CHANGE IN HUMAN GEOGRAPHY (ENVS434)

Credits: 15 / Semester: whole session

The module examines the dynamics between space, power and culture through drawing
upon topics denoting crisis and change in human geography. Drawing on academics’
specialist expertise, students learn about space and power through different themes
including migration, land, labour, gender and sexuality. Themes can change according to
ongoing crises, topical issues, and debates in the discipline – each taught session allows us
to focus on one pertinent field of study in the discipline.



OPTIONAL MODULES

HEALTH AND THE ENVIRONMENTAL HUMANITIES (HLAC712)

Credits: 15 / Semester: semester 2

Global crises such as climate change, infectious diseases, plastics and other forms of
pollution, and species extinction are signs of the unhealthy relationships between humans
and their environments. These problems also raise serious questions about the possibilities
for human and nonhuman health and wellbeing in an epoch that is increasingly known as
the Anthropocene. This module explores the health dimensions of the human-environment
relationship from the perspective of the environmental humanities. Drawing on
interdisciplinary concepts, approaches, and methodologies, and taking an international
view, the field of environmental humanities allows for multifaceted and critical exploration of
the intersections between health and the environment.

ANTI-COLONIAL LEGACIES IN INTERNATIONAL POLITICS (POLI526)

Credits: 15 / Semester: semester 2

This module explores a series of dissident perspectives in international politics which
evaluate how the study of international affairs exists as part of a continuum of empire.
Examining the core features of different knowledge traditions emanating from postcolonial
theory, decolonial methodologies and non-western thought, and critical positions in
geography, history, sociology, and legal studies; this module situates the study of
international politics with each of their epistemic stances, methodologies, and distinctive
themes. We will evaluate what are often regarded to be the core concepts of International
Relations theorisation (e.g., the treaty of Westphalia, liberalism, realism) and topical events
like far- Right extremism, climate change, the Migrant Crisis, and the Taliban takeover of
Afghanistan, with the diverse socio-political and ethical commitments that exist within the
interdisciplinary field of anti-colonialism. This includes ideas of decolonization, abolitionist
thought, reparative justice, and world repair.

GLOBAL GEOGRAPHIES OF YOUTH (ENVS339)

Credits: 15 / Semester: semester 2

We live in a youthful world: 41% of the world’s population are under 25. Young people’s
experiences of growing up are deeply shaped by dynamics that span the globe and have
particular local effects: economic restructuring, environmental change, political conflict,
cultural currents. Yet young people are not just passive subjects, rather, their actions are on
the frontline of how societies and places are remade for good or ill. This module explores
young lives in a variety of global settings. It considers how geographers and others have
theorised childhood and youth, and explores the real-world challenges young people face in
particular contexts. In doing so, the module aims to enable students to engage with a range
of conceptual debates in the social sciences, and to ‘think from’ youth in order to critically
examine how power relations are being reproduced or contested around the world. The
module will be taught primarily through lectures (broken up with in-class discussions), and
one interactive workshop. Assessment will consist of two pieces of coursework: one
academic essay, and one web article or podcast script written for a non-academic
audience. The module builds on foundations from ‘Social and Cultural Geography’.



POLAND: POLITICAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL GEOGRAPHIES SINCE 1939 (ENVS313)

Credits: 15 / Semester: semester 2

This module introduces students to specific geographical developments in Poland since
1939. The course will be structured around the control and use of space in three key time
periods: second world war, socialism, post-socialism. The second world war theme considers
the impact of war on population and territory in Poland, and the subsequent contestations
surrounding wartime memory within the country, focusing on museums and memorial sites
as contested sites of memory. The second section of the course considers the spatial
dimensions of everyday life under socialism, including: uses of public and private space,
queuing and the shortage economy, imagined geographies of the west, and resistances. The
final section investigates changes in Poland since 1989: to what extent the country has
‘returned to Europe’, the impact of shock therapy on social geographies, and how Poland is
still working through socialist legacies. Special attention will also be given to Polish migration,
before and after EU accession. Ultimately this module enables students to develop an in-
depth empirical knowledge of a key site of change in contemporary Europe, while
encouraging deep engagement with a range of historical, political, social, cultural and post-
socialist geographical readings.

Any optional modules listed above are illustrative only and may vary from year to year. Modules may be
subject to minimum student numbers being achieved and staff availability. This means that the availability
of specific optional modules cannot be guaranteed.

FINAL PROJECT

Your final semester is all about planning, researching and writing your dissertation. You will
use all of the skills and knowledge you gained in previous modules to develop a full-scale
research project to demonstrate your research and analytical skills, ultimately creating a
dissertation of up to 15,000 words.

COMPULSORY MODULES

MA DISSERTATION IN HUMAN GEOGRAPHY (ENVS493)

Credits: 60 / Semester: summer

This module is an extended research project undertaken during the final stages of the MA
Researching Crisis and Change in Human Geography. It forms a student-led piece of work,
with staff supervision by a delegated academic tutor.

Any optional modules listed above are illustrative only and may vary from year to year. Modules may be
subject to minimum student numbers being achieved and staff availability. This means that the availability
of specific optional modules cannot be guaranteed.

HOW YOU'LL LEARN

Lectures, lab or computer-based practicals, workshops, tutorials, and seminars will take
place on campus, so will give you plenty of opportunity to engage with the theory and reall-



world implications of research into human geography, as well as your colleagues and
lecturers.

You’ll push yourself and learn independently, through reading and learning qualitative
research and methodologies, and access real world data via the UK Data Archive.

You can dig deeper online and take part in discussion forums with other students and
researchers in the field.

HOW YOU'RE ASSESSED

Through a series of oral presentations, essays, and reports you’ll be able to demonstrate your
understanding of existing research in human geography, along with how you interpret
existing data.

You will also complete some assessments that mimic real world work you may produce after
your master’s – including a conversation journalism piece, essays in the form of reports or
academic papers, and policy briefs.

There are also exams in some modules, which may have longform essay questions or “short
answer” questions which require you to show your understanding of, and ability to apply,
descriptive and inferential statistics to a real-world dataset.

LIVERPOOL HALLMARKS

We have a distinctive approach to education, the Liverpool Curriculum Framework, which
focuses on research-connected teaching, active learning, and authentic assessment to
ensure our students graduate as digitally fluent and confident global citizens.



Careers and employability
Following this postgraduate programme, you will be able to
understand the whole process of undertaking research, through
from project design, data collection & analysis and
interpretation of results. As a result, you will be well placed to
apply for entry into a research-led career pathway.

Career support from day one to graduation and beyond

Career planning
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Our Careers Studio and career coaches can provide tailored support for your future plans.

From education to employment

Employability in your curriculum for a successful transition
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Networking events

Make meaningful connections with like-minded professionals

YOUR FUTURE

This MA is designed to allow you to meet the criteria for ESRC accreditation for research
training, and students would therefore be able to apply for UK Research Council funding for
PhD research.

Graduates from this programme possess a range of skills which are applicable to wider
research activity beyond academia, including working for social and market research
companies or for research arms of government agencies and non-governmental
organisations (NGOs).
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Fees and funding
Your tuition fees, funding your studies, and other costs to
consider.

TUITION FEES

UK fees (applies to Channel Islands, Isle of Man and Republic of Ireland)

Full-time place, per year £12,500

Part-time place, per year £6,250

International fees

Full-time place, per year £24,100

Part-time place, per year £12,050

Fees stated are for the 2025-26 academic year.
Tuition fees cover the cost of your teaching and assessment, operating facilities such as
libraries, IT equipment, and access to academic and personal support.

You can pay your tuition fees in instalments.
All or part of your tuition fees can be funded by external sponsorship.
International applicants who accept an offer of a place will need to pay a tuition fee

deposit.
If you're a UK national, or have settled status in the UK, you may be eligible to apply for a
Postgraduate Loan worth up to £12,167 to help with course fees and living costs. Learn more
about fees and funding.

ADDITIONAL COSTS

We understand that budgeting for your time at university is important, and we want to make
sure you understand any course-related costs that are not covered by your tuition fee. This
could include buying a laptop, books, or stationery.

https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/feespayment/tuition/self-financing/paying-in-instalments/
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Find out more about the additional study costs that may apply to this course.

SCHOLARSHIPS AND BURSARIES

We offer a range of scholarships and bursaries that could help pay your tuition and living
expenses.

We've set the country or region your qualifications are from as United Kingdom. Change it
here

POSTGRADUATE GLOBAL ADVANCEMENT SCHOLARSHIP – ACHIEVEMENT

International students
If you’re an international student joining a master’s course with us, you could be eligible to
receive a tuition fee discount of £2,500, based on your prior academic achievement, choice
of course, and you not having studied with us before.

POSTGRADUATE GLOBAL ADVANCEMENT SCHOLARSHIP – COUNTRY

International students
Antigua and Barbuda
Australia
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belize
Brunei
Canada
China
Cyprus
Dominica
Egypt
Ghana
Grenada
Guyana
India
Jamaica
Japan
Kenya
Malaysia
Mauritius
Mexico
New Zealand
Nigeria
Pakistan
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and The Grenadines
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Singapore
South Africa
South Korea
Sri Lanka
Tanzania
Thailand
Trinidad and Tobago
Turkey
Uganda
Vietnam

If you’re an international student joining a master’s course with us, you could be eligible to
receive a tuition fee discount of £2,500, based on your nationality, choice of course, and you
not having studied with us before.

GRADUATE LOYALTY ADVANCEMENT SCHOLARSHIP

Home and international students
If you’re a University of Liverpool graduate starting this master’s degree with us, you could be
eligible to receive a loyalty discount of up to £2,500 off your master’s tuition fees.

CHILEAN NATIONAL AGENCY FOR RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (ANID)

SCHOLARSHIP

International students
Chile

If you’re a Chilean student joining a master’s degree, you could be eligible to apply for a 20%
discount on your tuition fees with a Chilean National Agency for Research and Development
(ANID) Scholarship. Scholarship.

CHEVENING SCHOLARSHIPS

International students
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South Korea
South Sudan
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Taiwan
Tanzania
Thailand
Trinidad and Tobago
Turkey
Turks and Caicos Islands
Uganda
Ukraine
Uruguay
Venezuela
Vietnam
Zimbabwe

If you’re an international student from an eligible country, joining a one-year master’s
course, you could be eligible to apply for a Chevening Scholarship. If your application is
successful, you could expect to have your master’s fees paid, up to a maximum of £18,000,
and receive additional help with living costs.

CONSEJO NACIONAL DE CIENCIA Y TECNOLOGIA (CONACYT) AWARD

International students
Mexico

If you’re a Mexican student joining a master’s degree, you could be eligible to apply for a 30%
discount on your tuition fees with a CONACyT Award.

FUND FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES (FIDERH) AWARD

International students
Mexico

If you’re a Mexican student joining a master’s degree and you’re in receipt of a FIDERH
graduate loan, you could be eligible to benefit from a 20% discount on your tuition fees with a
FIDERH Award.

FUNED AWARD

International students
Mexico

If you’re a Mexican student joining a master’s degree and you’re in receipt of a FUNED loan,
you can apply to be considered for a 20% tuition fee discount. A total of up to 50 awards will
be available to master’s and PhD students per academic year.

FUNED SCHOLARSHIP FOR WOMEN IN STEM SUBJECTS

International students
Mexico
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If you’re a female Mexican student joining an eligible master’s course in a science,
technology, engineering or maths (STEM) subject and you’re in receipt of a FUNED loan, you
can apply to be considered for a 25% tuition fee discount. Up to five awards are available in
each academic year.

HONG KONG GRADUATE ASSOCIATION & TUNG FOUNDATION

POSTGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS

International students
China
Hong Kong

If you’re a master’s student from Hong Kong or the People’s Republic of China who can
demonstrate academic excellence, you may be eligible to apply for a scholarship worth up
to £10,000 in partnership with the Tung Foundation.

HRH PRINCESS SIRINDHORN UNIVERSITY OF LIVERPOOL SCHOLARSHIP

(THAILAND)

International students
Thailand

If you’re a student from Thailand joining a one-year master’s degree, you might be eligible to
apply to have your tuition fees paid in full and receive help with living costs. One award is
available and only students who are new to the University will be considered.

HUMANITARIAN SCHOLARSHIPS FOR MASTER’S PROGRAMMES

International students
Do you have recognised status as a refugee or person with humanitarian protection outside
the UK? Or are you a Ukrainian who’s sought temporary protection in the EU? You could be
eligible to apply for the full payment of your master’s fees and additional financial support.

JOHN LENNON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Home students
If you’re a UK student, either born in or with strong family connections to Merseyside, you
could be eligible to apply for a fee discount of up to £4,500. You’ll need to demonstrate an
active interest in global, community and environmental issues to be considered.

JUVENTUDESGTO SCHOLARSHIP

International students
Mexico

If you’re a resident of the state of Guanajuato in Mexico joining a master’s degree, you could
be eligible for a 10% discount on your tuition fees with a JuventudEsGto Scholarship.

KAPLAN DIGITAL PATHWAYS EXCELLENCE SCHOLARSHIP
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International students
Completed a Kaplan Digital Pathways Pre-Master’s? We’re offering a £5,000 fee discount off
the first year of master’s study for a maximum of two high achieving students joining one of
our non-clinical master’s courses from an online Kaplan Pre-Master’s programme.

MARSHALL SCHOLARSHIP

International students
United States

If you’re a USA student joining an eligible master’s with us, you could be eligible to apply for a
Marshall Scholarship. If your application is successful, your master’s tuition fees will be paid
in full. One Marshall Scholarship for master’s study is available in each academic year.

POSTGRADUATE OPPORTUNITY BURSARY

Home students
If you’re a UK University of Liverpool graduate joining a master’s degree with us, you could be
eligible to receive £3,000 off your tuition fees. You must have graduated in the last two years
and received a widening access scholarship during your undergraduate studies.

SPORT LIVERPOOL PERFORMANCE PROGRAMME

Home and international students
Apply to receive tailored training support to enhance your sporting performance. Our athlete
support package includes a range of benefits, from bespoke strength and conditioning
training to physiotherapy sessions and one-to-one nutritional advice.

THE AZIZ FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP

Home students
If you’re a British Muslim, active within a Muslim community and dedicated to bringing
positive change to society, you could apply to potentially have the full cost of your master’s
tuition fees covered by an Aziz Foundation Scholarship.

TURKISH MINISTRY OF EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP

International students
Turkey

If you’re a Turkish student joining a master’s degree, you could be eligible to apply for a 20%
discount on your tuition fees with a Turkish Ministry of Education Scholarship.

UNIVERSITY OF LIVERPOOL INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE EXCELLENCE

SCHOLARSHIP

International students
Completed a Pre-Master’s at University of Liverpool International College (UoLIC)? We’re
offering a £5,000 fee discount off the first year of master’s study to some of the highest
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achieving students joining one of our non-clinical master’s courses from UoLIC.

UNIVERSITY OF LIVERPOOL INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE IMPACT

PROGRESSION SCHOLARSHIPS

International students
If you’re a University of Liverpool International College student awarded a Kaplan Impact
Scholarship, we’ll also consider you for an Impact Progression Scholarship. If selected, you’ll
receive a fee discount worth £3,000 off the first year of your master’s course.

VICE-CHANCELLOR’S INTERNATIONAL ATTAINMENT SCHOLARSHIP FOR

MAINLAND CHINA

International students
China

Are you a high-achieving graduate from the People’s Republic of China with a degree from a
Chinese university? You could be eligible to apply for a £5,000 fee discount if you’re joining
an eligible master’s course. Up to 15 eligible students will receive this scholarship.
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Entry requirements
The qualifications and exam results you'll need to apply for this
course.

Your
qualification

Requirements
About our typical entry requirements

GCSE 4/C in English and 4/C in Mathematics

Postgraduate
entry
requirements

We accept a 2:2 honours degree from a UK university, or an
equivalent academic qualification from a similar non-UK
institution. This degree should be in a relevant humanities subject.

Non-graduates with very extensive professional experience
and/or other prior qualifications may also be considered.

International
qualifications

If you hold a bachelor’s degree or equivalent, but don’t meet our
entry requirements, a Pre-Master’s can help you gain a place. This
specialist preparation course for postgraduate study is offered on
campus at the University of Liverpool International College, in
partnership with Kaplan International Pathways. Although there’s
no direct Pre-Master’s route to this MA, completing a Pre-Master’s
pathway can guarantee you a place on many other postgraduate
courses at The University of Liverpool.
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