
International Relations and Security MA

COURSE DETAILS

Full-time: 12 months
Part-time: 24 months

KEY DATES

Apply by: 29 August 2025
Starts: 22 September 2025

Course overview
This MA offers a fantastic opportunity for postgraduate students
from across the world to join in and learn about contemporary
debates on the meaning of security, democracy and the role of
political processes in International Relations.

INTRODUCTION

This MA programme offers a brilliant opportunity for you to enhance your career prospects
by learning about international relations, academic methods and contemporary security
debates.

One of the key characteristics of the programme is flexibility and choice, which allows you to
pursue your own particular areas of interest through our optional pathways, which draw on
the expert knowledge of staff in the Department of Politics i.e. International Relations and
Security, Conflict Resolution and Political Communication.

The Department of Politics at the University of Liverpool has an internationally recognised
expertise on topics of international relations and security. We have a unique combination of
expertise in international relations theory, non-state actor violence and resolution of
conflicts.

The department puts a strong emphasis on high quality teaching. Classroom seminars and
lectures are designed interactively and centre around student engagement. Likewise
teaching staff are passionate about making complicated matters of international relations
accessible to students.

WHO IS THIS COURSE FOR?

The MA is ideal for graduates in Politics studies or other social science degrees who want to
increase their knowledge in international relations and contemporary security debates.

WHAT YOU'LL LEARN

https://app.askadmissions.co.uk/AYApplicantLogin/fl_ApplicantLogin.asp?id=liv


Advanced knowledge of a specific international relations topic(s) and/or region(s) of the
world in which you have an interest in

Advanced expertise in a variety of significant topics in the sphere of international relations
and security

To apply research methods in the field of social sciences to the study of international
relations

To critically assess key concepts in the literature on international relations and security
studies

To apply concepts in the field of international relations and security studies to the analysis
of contemporary developments in the international sphere

Advanced understanding of the dynamics of contemporary international relations in one
(or more) region(s) of the world.



Course content
Discover what you'll learn, what you'll study, and how you'll be
taught and assessed.

SEMESTER ONE

You will take 30 credits of required modules and 30 credits of optional modules in Semester
one.

Optional module ENVS434 is a ‘year-long’ module and represents 7.5 credits in each
semester, 15 credits in total.

Students may take optional modules from other relevant subject areas with approval of the
Subject Lead.

The core modules are complemented by optional modules. You are free to choose optional
modules at your own discretion. However, the programme design provides pathway
suggestions (which are not mandatory) that recommend certain optional modules to
ensure coherency in your studies. Each pathway is designed to complement the core
modules, yet offers a unique additional specialisation and qualification. These pathways are:

Pathway I: International Relations and Security

This pathway would deepen you understanding on matters international relations and
security discussed in the core modules.

Pathway II: Conflict Resolution

The conflict resolution pathway complements the discussions on conflict, violence and
security in the core modules as it provides a deeper insight into conflict analysis and
peaceful conflict solutions tools.

Pathway III: Political Communication

The political communications pathway provides an additional perspective on international
politics by adding the role of media to the picture.

For more information on what optional modules would complement the above pathways
please contact the programme lead.



COMPULSORY MODULES

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS THEORIES (POLI132)

Credits: 30 / Semester: semester 1

This module surveys the main theories in the academic discipline of International Relations
(IR). It adopts a quasi-chronological approach, beginning with the philosophical roots of IR
theories and ending with contemporary theoretical debates. Attention will be paid
throughout to the historical and social context from which theoretical developments
emerged, and how these are relevant or useful in our understanding of contemporary
security issues. The aim is to equip students with the necessary conceptual and analytical
tools that can then be applied to their own specific areas of interest or field of research. By
the end of the module students should be able to understand the key theoretical debates in
the subject of IR.

OPTIONAL MODULES

BIG DATA AND SOCIETY: FOUNDATIONS, POLITICS, AND POLICY B (COMM752)

Credits: 15 / Semester: semester 1

This module will be of particular interest to students interested in big data and how it is
collected and used in modern society; in the politics and policy questions around social
media; and in the interactions between media, platforms, and citizens. It will introduce
students to the study of online media and platforms, with a particular focus on ‘big’ social
trace data. As well as developing their understanding of how Internet-based media systems
work, students will learn about the strengths and weaknesses of using big data for social
science research, and engage with key online political communication policy questions.

MEDIA AND POLITICS: THEORIES AND CASES B (COMM765)

Credits: 15 / Semester: semester 1

The module examines a range of interconnected issues concerning the politics/media
relationship. It offers a critical overview of the ways in which the media have been studied
and discussed in relation to political processes and explores the key aspects of
contemporary theory and research in politics and media. Part one is devoted to theories and
debates about the politics and media relationship. It examines different ways of making
sense of the relationship between the state, the public, and the media and questions
surrounding media power and media audiences. Part two focuses on specific cases and
controversies in the media-politics relations. It explores the changing relationships,
representational forms, power dynamics, and impacts of media performance in selected
forms of contemporary ‘conflict’.



PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL LAW (LAW353)

Credits: 15 / Semester: semester 1

The module provides students with in-depth specialist knowledge of the principles and
structure of international law, with a special emphasis on law-making processes. It offers a
selected introduction to the field by placing the issues covered into the political and
historical context of international relations. The module features discussions of some of
today’s most debated theoretical and practical international legal issues against the
backdrop of multiple international, regional and domestic legal and policy frameworks. They
include the evolving role of international law in international affairs, the forms of law making,
the ever increasing number of actors involved, the expansion of international adjudication,
the creation of states, the various faces of sovereignty, and the impact of international law
on domestic systems.

Each lecture addresses selected elements of these debates and the basic principles
underpinning them. Examples of basic questions include: What is international law? Is
international law really law? How did it develop as a body of rules separate from domestic
law? What types of norms define the international legal order? What are the main
international decision making processes and who are the actors involved? What are the
manifestations of state sovereignty and how do states exercise sovereignty from the
perspective of international law and relations? How does international law affect domestic
law? What is the status of international law within domestic legal orders? How is international
law enforced? Or when can states be held liable for their wrongful conduct?

THE INTERNATIONAL POLITICS OF THE MIDDLE EAST (POLI130)

Credits: 15 / Semester: semester 1

This module looks at the international politics of the Middle East, focusing primarily onidentity
and security issues. At a general level, it seeks to provide a comprehensive account of the
issues on the security agenda of governments and international organizations at a time of
turbulence and change in the Arabworld. It takes the broader view of security as understood
within the field of International Relations. Thus, in addition to the study of causes of conflict
and co-operation, it is concerned with a wider range of issues that have the potential to
bring greater political stability or instability. The nature of regimes and the significance of
democratisation efforts for regional stabilityare central concerns of the module. It involves
analysis of state structures, the pattern of relations between states, the political economy,
new transnational movements, the role of identity and belief systems and the involvement of
external powers.Special attention is paid to the Arab-Israeli conflict and other regional
conflicts.



CONTEMPORARY ANTI-SLAVERY, FORCED LABOUR AND HUMAN RIGHTS (POLI150)

Credits: 15 / Semester: semester 1

The majority of teaching will be delivered face-to-face on campus. Online delivery will be
used to complement the on-campus delivery and where technology affords a better
learning experience.

This module requires students to engage with contemporary forms of exploitation often
categorised as ‘slavery’, to consider the origins and human experience of such activities, to
assess proposals for combating them, and to apply these to an independent research
project. Seminars will challenge students to analyse the major themes in legal and political
responses to trafficking, forced labour and other forms of human rights abuse analogous to
slavery. Students will develop strategies for researching practices and policies relating to
contemporary ‘slaveries’ and they will develop an independent study of a particular aspect.

FROM THE IRA TO ISIS: UNDERSTANDING POLITICAL VIOLENCE IN THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD
(POLI324)

Credits: 15 / Semester: semester 1

This module aims to acquaint students with terrorism and counter-terrorism in today’s world.
It starts by examining key concepts, theories, and history and then moves on to looking at a
range of issues that have been the subject of particular debate, such as whether terrorism
works, whether there are regularities in how campaigns end, and the necessity and
contributions of literature on ‘Critical Terrorism Studies’. The module concludes by looking at
whether we are at the end of the religious wave of terrorism and what we might expect to
occur next.

STRATEGIC STUDIES IN CONFLICTS AND TERRORISM (POLI347)

Credits: 15 / Semester: semester 1

Conflicts, terrorism and wars have plagued human societies since their inception: which
factors are likely to explain their occurrence and duration of wars? How are civil wars
different from inter-state and ethnic conflicts? Who is more likely to become a terrorist? How
does the public react to terrorist attacks? How do states respond to terror? This course
examines a number of theoretical and empirical debates in the study of conflict and
terrorism. We will investigate how empirical analyses can help settling some debates while
others remain still open. By the end of this module, students are expected to (1) develop an
understanding of the major explanations for conflicts and terrorism and critically discuss
their strengths and shortcomings (2) interpret the findings advanced by the empirical
literature against or in line with the discussed theoretical predictions (and students’ own pre-
theoretical intuitions) (3) get exposed to the data and techniques employed by empirical
scholarship to investigate conflict and terrorism.



THE PUZZLE OF CIVIL WAR (POLI353)

Credits: 15 / Semester: semester 1

Please note: this is a theory and method heavy course and the application of both will be a
mandatory requirement for the assignment(s). Students should be prepared to devote
considerable time to familiarize themselves with methods and theory.

Civil war is the most common form of armed conflict today. While around thirty interstate
wars have been fought since World War II, over one hundred civil wars have been recorded.
Scholars have long focused their attention on civil conflict, producing a large body of
literature on different aspects of civil war, e.g. exploring onset, duration, strategies, outcomes
and termination, the formation of rebel groups, and the various forms of intervention in civil
war. The module will introduce students to this body of research.

Substantially, the module is divided into four parts. The first part provides an introduction to
the study of civil war and an extensive methods discussion. The latter will emphasis concepts
and measurement, causal assessment, and case selection. In the second part of the module,
we will look at civil war onset. War is a costly and risky endeavor, and rebels face particularly
steep odds going up against states that are typically far more powerful. Why do they occur?
The third part explores the dynamics in civil wars. Why do parties target civilians? When do
civil wars spill over? The fourth part looks at the end of wars and termination of conflict. Why
do some civil wars last longer than others? Why do some end in a negotiated settlement
while others do not? Does outside intervention facilitate the termination of civil wars and
prevent their recurrence?

EU AS AN INTERNATIONAL ACTOR (POLI328)

Credits: 15 / Semester: semester 1

This module explores the role of the EU as an international actor in the sphere of foreign
policy, international relations, and security and defence. It analyses the historical
development of EU foreign policy and its various dimensions, the main institutions and
players involved, but also the different roles the EU assumes when acting internationally, and
how it relates to regional and global partners. The module delves into some critical questions
about the nature of the EU- whether it actually is an actor capable of making a distinct
foreign policy- and whether any policy-making at EU level, particularly in matters of security
and defence, is legitimate. This module can build on previous knowledge about EU history
and integration or can provide new and specialised knowledge about this organisation’s
foreign policy.

CONFLICT RESOLUTION AND TRANSFORMATION (POLI513)

Credits: 15 / Semester: semester 1

This module follows the evolution of the field of conflict studies: from the early adoption of an
IR framework of bargaining to explaining conflicts within states, to testing structural, country-
level correlates of conflict resolution or recurrence, to the recognition of multidimensional
conflicts and the shift toward dyadic data, and finally, to the recent focus on armed group
fluidity and theories about how rebel spoiling, splintering, and alliances lead conflicts to take
new forms.



Any optional modules listed above are illustrative only and may vary from year to year. Modules may be
subject to minimum student numbers being achieved and staff availability. This means that the availability
of specific optional modules cannot be guaranteed.

SEMESTER TWO

You will take 45 credits of required modules and 15 credits of optional modules in Semester
two.

Optional module ENVS434 is a ‘year-long’ module and represents 7.5 credits in each
semester, 15 credits in total.

Students may take optional modules from other relevant subject areas with approval of the
Subject Lead.

The core modules are complemented by optional modules. You are free to choose optional
modules at your own discretion. However, the programme design provides pathway
suggestions (which are not mandatory) that recommend certain optional modules to
ensure coherency in your studies. Each pathway is designed to complement the core
modules, yet offers a unique additional specialisation and qualification. These pathways are:

Pathway I: International Relations and Security

This pathway would deepen you understanding on matters international relations and
security discussed in the core modules.

Pathway II: Conflict Resolution

The conflict resolution pathway complements the discussions on conflict, violence and
security in the core modules as it provides a deeper insight into conflict analysis and
peaceful conflict solutions tools.

Pathway III: Political Communication

The political communications pathway provides an additional perspective on international
politics by adding the role of media to the picture.

For more information on what optional modules would complement the above pathways
please contact the programme lead.



COMPULSORY MODULES

RESEARCH METHODS IN POLITICS (POLI116)

Credits: 15 / Semester: semester 2

Analysing and interpreting events and data in political science requires a proper
understanding of epistemology, methodologies and methods. Social science research can
be conducted in many different ways; depending on the epistemological stance, research
aim, and stage of the research process different tools are required and appropriate. A
researcher may tend more towards a neopostivist position, while another prefers an
interpretivist approach, which may lead to very differently constructed truth claims.
Moreover, depending on whether the goal is theory-centered (theory is used to advance a
general theory), or case-centred (theory is instrumental to explain a specific case), different
research strategies are appropriate.

Finally, the research process may be required to gather new data (methods for data
gathering are required), or it may draw on existing data (‘only’ methods supporting data
analysis are required). Due to the size of the field, POLI116 will be highly focused and cannot
claim to comprehensively cover all possible methods. The goal of POLI116 is meant, firstly, to
provide a guidance on how conduct research project aimed at detecting regular causal
relationships through theory-centered (hypothesis testing) investigations. Against this
backdrop, this module will familiarise students (PGT and PhD) with descriptive statistics and
qualitative case study design. Secondly, the module is meant to provide support for the
dissertation (POLI119), assist students in designing a viable research project, and choose
appropriate methods.

THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM (POLI131)

Credits: 30 / Semester: semester 2

Not only since the end of the cold war, the organization of violence and security on the
international level – a state-centric system, based on armed military and police forces, and
revolving around balance of power – has been challenged. Arguably the classical order has
been amended or even supplanted, by multiple other forms of organized violent actors. This
module is an introduction to the theoretical and empirical security studies literature on
violent non-state actors, such as private security companies, warlords, terrorist and
international criminal organizations. In detail, this module investigates under what
circumstances non-state actors resort to violence, explores the logic of their behaviour, and
discusses potential government measures to counter such violence. Moreover, the course
will grapple with theoretical question of how IR-theory can inform and facilitate research on
non-state actors. Although the module is mainly thematically-driven, the course will also
review several current cases studies (e.g. Afghanistan, Iraq, 9/11) to provide students with a
better understanding of the shifting patterns of conflict, violence and security in the
international system.



OPTIONAL MODULES

GLOBAL JOURNALISM AND POLITICS (COMM748)

Credits: 15 / Semester: semester 2

This module will offer a cross-national comparative perspective on the state of journalism
around the world, journalists’ perceptions of their role in society and the contextual factors
that influence journalistic roles and performance. Only 14% of people in the world live in
counties with free media so it is important to appreciate that the news media might play
different roles based on the nature of the political system, the respective media systems and
the relevant cultural and societal differences. The extent to which the news media can act as
the fourth estate is to a large extent determined by these contextual factors but also by
audiences’ expectations about the role of journalists in their society. A range of case studies
will be used throughout the module.

MEDIA AND POLITICS: ECONOMY AND SOCIETY B (COMM763)

Credits: 15 / Semester: semester 2

This module explores the relationships between politics, economics, and mainstream media.
The traditional, 20th century business models of news media have collapsed, prompting
news organisations to make redundancies and to consider new ways of financing their
activities. As a result, significant concerns have been raised about their sustainability as well
as the wider role that news media (should) play in democratic societies. Furthermore, social
media platforms and search engines have become the new gatekeepers, directing attention
to news (and the knowledge, understandings, and attitudes shaped by news consumption)
based on algorithms and audience members’ self-selection into disparate groups. In this
module we will be looking at the ways in which media content across a variety of platforms
and channels is being shaped by economic considerations and neoliberal ideology and how
this creates tension, and sometimes outright contradiction, with the public and democratic
role of mass media (including social media platforms) in open societies.

COMPARATIVE PEACE PROCESSES (POLI133)

Credits: 15 / Semester: semester 2

Comparative Peace Processes examines the similarities and differences between peace
processes. What common features can be identified in terms of how and why peace
processes develop? What aspects of threat removal are most common, such as
decommissioning, disarmament and reintegration? What political tools, such as
consociation, partition, secession, devolution or integration, might be used? After a short
overview, the module addresses these questions via a series of case studies, including
Northern Ireland, Lebanon, Israel-Palestine Bosnia and the Basque region.



QUANTITATIVE METHODS AND WORLD POLITICS (POLI510)

Credits: 15 / Semester: semester 2

The module introduces students to the quantitative study of international relations, security
studies and comparative politics. Much of the most important research on topics such as the
foreign relations between states, public attitudes towards global issues, and violent conflict
within societies is quantitative. The module provides a guide to navigating these areas of
research.

Beginning at an introductory level with descriptive statistics, it will introduce students to the
most frequently-used tools for the statistical analysis of politics. Using statistical software,
students will replicate existing studies and familiarise themselves with some of the major
datasets in the fields of comparative politics, international relations, and security studies.

By the end of the module, students should have the confidence to replicate existing research
in political science, make use of quantitative datasets in the study of politics conduct their
own quantitative empirical investigation. Having studied statistics in a previous university
degree is not a requirement for the module as we start from an absolute beginner’s level.

GENDER AND GLOBAL POLITICS (POLI349)

Credits: 15 / Semester: semester 2

This module provides alternative perspectives on global politics, drawing on feminist theory
and gender analysis, with a focus on conflict and peace, and the implications for global
politics and International Relations (IR). The module will engage with theoretical concerns
(how are women affected differently by conflict and peace, how do we engage feminist
methodologies) to practical concerns (conflict, security, participation, sexual violence,
human rights). Theories and concepts will be illustrated with relevant global case studies
and examples. The module aims to encourage engaged, critical reflection on feminist
approaches to our understanding of issues in world politics.

INTERNATIONAL INTERVENTION (POLI321)

Credits: 15 / Semester: semester 2

This module examines the different ways in which states intervene in the domestic affairs of
other states or territories such as humanitarian intervention, invasion, annexation,
peacekeeping, and colonial interventions. It explores how intervention has changed and
developed historically, especially during and after the Cold War. It analyses whether state-
practice has out-run the rules and norms that guide international state behaviour,
particularly the legal framework of the United Nations and other relevant bodies of
international law.



CRISIS AND CHANGE IN HUMAN GEOGRAPHY (ENVS434)

Credits: 15 / Semester: whole session

The module examines the dynamics between space, power and culture through drawing
upon topics denoting crisis and change in human geography. Drawing on academics’
specialist expertise, students learn about space and power through different themes
including migration, land, labour, gender and sexuality. Themes can change according to
ongoing crises, topical issues, and debates in the discipline – each taught session allows us
to focus on one pertinent field of study in the discipline.

Any optional modules listed above are illustrative only and may vary from year to year. Modules may be
subject to minimum student numbers being achieved and staff availability. This means that the availability
of specific optional modules cannot be guaranteed.

SUMMER PERIOD

The dissertation (POLI119) is taken in the summer vacation period.

COMPULSORY MODULES

MASTERS DISSERTATION (POLI119)

Credits: 60 / Semester: summer

The dissertation gives students the opportunity to produce a lengthy piece of work (12-15,000
words) on a topic of their choice.

Any optional modules listed above are illustrative only and may vary from year to year. Modules may be
subject to minimum student numbers being achieved and staff availability. This means that the availability
of specific optional modules cannot be guaranteed.

HOW YOU'LL LEARN

Teaching is mainly by 2-hour seminar, with some lecture input within the seminars.  The
seminars will constitute the primary forum by which key concepts, ideas and information will
be communicated. You will also have the opportunity to discuss the content of the seminars
during the office hours that are offered by all teaching staff.

The emphasis on seminars as a teaching tool reflects the belief among the teaching staff
involved in the MA that this form of communicating knowledge is ideal for studying
international relations at MA level. The seminar is intended to serve as a venue where the
different debates and perspectives in the literature are closely examined by you and your
peers.

Your independent study and research skills will be enhanced through your work developing a
12,000 – 15,000 word dissertation in a research subject of your choice, which is completed in
the summer period at the end of your MA.

HOW YOU'RE ASSESSED



Methods of assessment on the MA are predominately via essays and presentations. There
are some exam assessments in optional modules.

Your completed 12,000 – 15,000 word dissertation in a research subject of your choice makes
up 60 credits (one third) of your final MA mark.

LIVERPOOL HALLMARKS

We have a distinctive approach to education, the Liverpool Curriculum Framework, which
focuses on research-connected teaching, active learning, and authentic assessment to
ensure our students graduate as digitally fluent and confident global citizens.



Careers and employability
Student career development is a major interest for the
department and we actively encourage you to integrate career
planning into your academic studies. The International
Relations and Security MA provides you with analytical skills and
empirical knowledge to equip you for a range of chosen
careers, including, but not limited to: diplomacy, journalism, the
military, as well as the non-governmental sphere. The MA also
delivers ideal training if you are interested in an academic
career in doctoral research.

If you have a professional background in any of these (or other
relevant) areas, the MA provides you with the opportunity for
continuing professional development, whilst enabling you to
bring your experiences to the cohort which will further enrich
the programme.

Career support from day one to graduation and beyond



Career planning

Our Careers Studio and career coaches can provide tailored support for your future plans.

https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/careers/career-support/career-coaches/
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From education to employment

Employability in your curriculum for a successful transition

https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/careers/programmes/
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/careers/programmes/
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/careers/programmes/
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Networking events

Make meaningful connections with like-minded professionals

YOUR FUTURE

Career options are wide and extensive, including working in:

Diplomacy
Journalism
National and international political organisations
Mental health charities
Non-governmental organisations
Education
The military
Civil service

https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/careers/students/career-events/
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/careers/students/career-events/
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/careers/students/career-events/
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Political parties
Corporate organisations
Financial sector
Doctoral research.



Fees and funding
Your tuition fees, funding your studies, and other costs to
consider.

TUITION FEES

UK fees (applies to Channel Islands, Isle of Man and Republic of Ireland)

Full-time place, per year £11,700

Part-time place, per year £5,850

International fees

Full-time place, per year £24,100

Part-time place, per year £12,050

Fees stated are for the 2025-26 academic year.
Tuition fees cover the cost of your teaching and assessment, operating facilities such as
libraries, IT equipment, and access to academic and personal support.

You can pay your tuition fees in instalments.
All or part of your tuition fees can be funded by external sponsorship.
International applicants who accept an offer of a place will need to pay a tuition fee

deposit.
If you're a UK national, or have settled status in the UK, you may be eligible to apply for a
Postgraduate Loan worth up to £12,167 to help with course fees and living costs. Learn more
about fees and funding.

ADDITIONAL COSTS

We understand that budgeting for your time at university is important, and we want to make
sure you understand any course-related costs that are not covered by your tuition fee. This
could include buying a laptop, books, or stationery.

https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/feespayment/tuition/self-financing/paying-in-instalments/
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/feespayment/tuition/funded/
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/international/scholarships-and-fees/tuition-fees/paying-your-tuition-fee-deposit/
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/international/scholarships-and-fees/tuition-fees/paying-your-tuition-fee-deposit/
http://www.liverpool.ac.uk/study/fees-and-funding
http://www.liverpool.ac.uk/study/fees-and-funding


Find out more about the additional study costs that may apply to this course.

SCHOLARSHIPS AND BURSARIES

We offer a range of scholarships and bursaries that could help pay your tuition and living
expenses.

We've set the country or region your qualifications are from as United Kingdom. Change it
here

POSTGRADUATE GLOBAL ADVANCEMENT SCHOLARSHIP – ACHIEVEMENT

International students
If you’re an international student joining a master’s course with us, you could be eligible to
receive a tuition fee discount of £2,500, based on your prior academic achievement, choice
of course, and you not having studied with us before.

POSTGRADUATE GLOBAL ADVANCEMENT SCHOLARSHIP – COUNTRY

International students
Antigua and Barbuda
Australia
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belize
Brunei
Canada
China
Cyprus
Dominica
Egypt
Ghana
Grenada
Guyana
India
Jamaica
Japan
Kenya
Malaysia
Mauritius
Mexico
New Zealand
Nigeria
Pakistan
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and The Grenadines

http://www.liverpool.ac.uk/paying-for-your-studies/study-costs/?course=international-relations-and-security-ma
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If you’re an international student joining a master’s course with us, you could be eligible to
receive a tuition fee discount of £2,500, based on your nationality, choice of course, and you
not having studied with us before.

GRADUATE LOYALTY ADVANCEMENT SCHOLARSHIP

Home and international students
If you’re a University of Liverpool graduate starting this master’s degree with us, you could be
eligible to receive a loyalty discount of up to £2,500 off your master’s tuition fees.

CHILEAN NATIONAL AGENCY FOR RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (ANID)

SCHOLARSHIP

International students
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If you’re a Chilean student joining a master’s degree, you could be eligible to apply for a 20%
discount on your tuition fees with a Chilean National Agency for Research and Development
(ANID) Scholarship. Scholarship.
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Cayman Islands
Chile
China
Columbia
Costa Rica
Cuba
Dominica
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Ghana
Guatemala
Guyana
Honduras
Hong Kong
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iraq
Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Libya
Malaysia
Mauritius
Mexico
Moldova
Mongolia
Montserrat
Morocco
Nepal
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Nigeria
Pakistan
Panama
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Russia
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and The Grenadines
Serbia
Singapore
South Africa
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South Korea
South Sudan
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Taiwan
Tanzania
Thailand
Trinidad and Tobago
Turkey
Turks and Caicos Islands
Uganda
Ukraine
Uruguay
Venezuela
Vietnam
Zimbabwe

If you’re an international student from an eligible country, joining a one-year master’s
course, you could be eligible to apply for a Chevening Scholarship. If your application is
successful, you could expect to have your master’s fees paid, up to a maximum of £18,000,
and receive additional help with living costs.

CONSEJO NACIONAL DE CIENCIA Y TECNOLOGIA (CONACYT) AWARD

International students
Mexico

If you’re a Mexican student joining a master’s degree, you could be eligible to apply for a 30%
discount on your tuition fees with a CONACyT Award.

FUND FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES (FIDERH) AWARD

International students
Mexico

If you’re a Mexican student joining a master’s degree and you’re in receipt of a FIDERH
graduate loan, you could be eligible to benefit from a 20% discount on your tuition fees with a
FIDERH Award.

FUNED AWARD

International students
Mexico

If you’re a Mexican student joining a master’s degree and you’re in receipt of a FUNED loan,
you can apply to be considered for a 20% tuition fee discount. A total of up to 50 awards will
be available to master’s and PhD students per academic year.

HRH PRINCESS SIRINDHORN UNIVERSITY OF LIVERPOOL SCHOLARSHIP

(THAILAND)
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International students
Thailand

If you’re a student from Thailand joining a one-year master’s degree, you might be eligible to
apply to have your tuition fees paid in full and receive help with living costs. One award is
available and only students who are new to the University will be considered.

HUMANITARIAN SCHOLARSHIPS FOR MASTER’S PROGRAMMES

International students
Do you have recognised status as a refugee or person with humanitarian protection outside
the UK? Or are you a Ukrainian who’s sought temporary protection in the EU? You could be
eligible to apply for the full payment of your master’s fees and additional financial support.

JOHN LENNON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Home students
If you’re a UK student, either born in or with strong family connections to Merseyside, you
could be eligible to apply for a fee discount of up to £4,500. You’ll need to demonstrate an
active interest in global, community and environmental issues to be considered.

JUVENTUDESGTO SCHOLARSHIP

International students
Mexico

If you’re a resident of the state of Guanajuato in Mexico joining a master’s degree, you could
be eligible for a 10% discount on your tuition fees with a JuventudEsGto Scholarship.

KAPLAN DIGITAL PATHWAYS EXCELLENCE SCHOLARSHIP

International students
Completed a Kaplan Digital Pathways Pre-Master’s? We’re offering a £5,000 fee discount off
the first year of master’s study for a maximum of two high achieving students joining one of
our non-clinical master’s courses from an online Kaplan Pre-Master’s programme.

MARSHALL SCHOLARSHIP

International students
United States

If you’re a USA student joining an eligible master’s with us, you could be eligible to apply for a
Marshall Scholarship. If your application is successful, your master’s tuition fees will be paid
in full. One Marshall Scholarship for master’s study is available in each academic year.

POSTGRADUATE OPPORTUNITY BURSARY

Home students
If you’re a UK University of Liverpool graduate joining a master’s degree with us, you could be
eligible to receive £3,000 off your tuition fees. You must have graduated in the last two years
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and received a widening access scholarship during your undergraduate studies.

SPORT LIVERPOOL PERFORMANCE PROGRAMME

Home and international students
Apply to receive tailored training support to enhance your sporting performance. Our athlete
support package includes a range of benefits, from bespoke strength and conditioning
training to physiotherapy sessions and one-to-one nutritional advice.

THE AZIZ FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP

Home students
If you’re a British Muslim, active within a Muslim community and dedicated to bringing
positive change to society, you could apply to potentially have the full cost of your master’s
tuition fees covered by an Aziz Foundation Scholarship.

TURKISH MINISTRY OF EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP

International students
Turkey

If you’re a Turkish student joining a master’s degree, you could be eligible to apply for a 20%
discount on your tuition fees with a Turkish Ministry of Education Scholarship.

UNIVERSITY OF LIVERPOOL INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE EXCELLENCE

SCHOLARSHIP

International students
Completed a Pre-Master’s at University of Liverpool International College (UoLIC)? We’re
offering a £5,000 fee discount off the first year of master’s study to some of the highest
achieving students joining one of our non-clinical master’s courses from UoLIC.

UNIVERSITY OF LIVERPOOL INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE IMPACT

PROGRESSION SCHOLARSHIPS

International students
If you’re a University of Liverpool International College student awarded a Kaplan Impact
Scholarship, we’ll also consider you for an Impact Progression Scholarship. If selected, you’ll
receive a fee discount worth £3,000 off the first year of your master’s course.

VICE-CHANCELLOR’S INTERNATIONAL ATTAINMENT SCHOLARSHIP FOR

MAINLAND CHINA

International students
China

Are you a high-achieving graduate from the People’s Republic of China with a degree from a
Chinese university? You could be eligible to apply for a £5,000 fee discount if you’re joining
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Entry requirements
The qualifications and exam results you'll need to apply for this
course.

Your
qualification

Requirements
About our typical entry requirements

GCSE C

Postgraduate
entry
requirements

We accept a 2:2 honours degree from a UK university, or an
equivalent academic qualification from a similar non-UK
institution. This degree should be in Politics or another social
science. On occasion, 2:2 Bachelor’s degrees from non-social
science areas will be considered.

International
qualifications

Many countries have a different education system to that of the
UK, meaning your qualifications may not meet our entry
requirements. Completing your Foundation Certificate, such as
that offered by the University of Liverpool International College,
means you're guaranteed a place on your chosen course.
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